Keeping Your Electrical Appliances in
Peak Condition: Tenants Top Tips

Electrical appliances are the unsung heroes of our homes. From the moment the kettle boils hot water for
your morning cup to when the dishwasher starts work on dirty plates, these devices quietly support our
daily routines. However, when a fridge starts to hum oddly or the washing machine refuses to spin, it can
turn into a frustrating and costly experience.

Prevention is crucial, and with a bit of care and maintenance, you can extend the life of these essential
items while keeping your living space running smoothly.

1. Read the Manual

It might feel like a relic of the past, but that manual is your best friend! It provides instructions for safe
usage, cleaning tips, and maintenance practices suited to your appliance. Take a few moments to skim
through it, you might find handy insights that prevent damage.

2. Inspect Cords and Plugs

Take a close look at the cords and plugs of your appliances regularly. Look for signs of wear and tear like
fraying or cracks. If you notice anything unusual such as exposed wires or overheating, don’t ignore them!
These are serious warning signs that could lead to dangerous situations. Replace damaged cords and
plugs immediately, your safety is the priority.

3. Clean and Care

Cleaning appliances can keep them running efficiently. However, it's important to follow the manufacturer’s
cleaning instructions. A damp cloth typically does the trick, but don't ever submerge electrical appliances
in water unless instructed. Taking care in this can prevent many malfunctions and preserve the longevity of
your devices.

4. Leave Repairs to the Experts

When something goes wrong with an appliance, it's only natural to think about handling repairs yourself.
But unless you're qualified, it's best to resist that urge. Contact a qualified electrician to fix any issues.
They have the knowledge and experience to ensure repairs are done safely and effectively.
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5. Register Your Appliances

Don't overlook the importance of registering your appliances! It's a simple step that often leads to valuable
updates on safety recalls or warranty claims. Registration can be quick and is an important defence for
your investment.

Bonus Tip: Familiarise Yourself with Isolation Switches!

This tip is especially handy in kitchens. Some appliances are more than just plugged into the wall; they
might be wired to a dedicated circuit with an isolation switch. These switches allow you to turn off power
to your appliances safely, which is particularly useful during cleaning or if something goes awry.

Where to Find Them:
Look in a cupboard next to the appliance.
Check on the wall above the worktop

By understanding how to isolate these appliances, you can ensure safety while reducing the chances of
accidents.

Giving your appliances a little TLC can go a long way in extending their lifespan and enhancing your home’s
efficiency. By being proactive with maintenance and repairs, you not only avoid inconvenient breakdowns
but also save money on replacement costs. Remember, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,
and a well-maintained appliance can make all the difference in your daily life. Keep these tips in mind, and
enjoy a hassle-free home!
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